
Iwao Takamoto created some of the 
world’s most famous mystery-solvers: 
Scooby-Doo and his friends!

Scooby-Doo started as a TV cartoon 
about four teenagers and their dog 
Scooby. In each episode, a weird 
supernatural event is going on in the 
friends’ town. They drive around in their 
van (the “Mystery Machine”) looking for 
clues to help solve the case.

Keep Reading for a Fun Activity →

Numbers 
Special Activity

Iwao Takemoto

Let’s Explore the 
Bermuda Triangle!

Genius Spotlight: 

Iwao was the animator who brought these 
characters to life! Animation is a process 
that turns drawings into moving images.

Iwao started building up his drawing skills 
as a teenager. He kept a sketchbook of 
everything he saw, which helped him 
get his first job at Walt Disney Studios. 
Iwao helped animate Disney movies like 
Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty. 

To get started, open Osmo Numbers  
and then tap on this special button.

Creole 

Wrasse

Can you find  
12 sea animals 

and the 
Whalesworth?!

Spotted Eagle Ray

Lionfish

The Bermuda Triangle is an ocean area 
where ships and planes mysteriously 
disappear...or do they?! 

Whalesworth
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After 15 years, Iwao left Disney to work 
as an artist and character designer at 
Hanna-Barbera, the TV animation studio 
that later made Scooby-Doo.

Iwao created all the original character 
sketches for Scooby-Doo. The show was 
so popular it inspired a handful of other 
mystery cartoons at the time, plus spin-
offs and movies of its own.

More about: Iwao Takemoto

Presentation board for the “Scooby-Doo, 
Where Are You!” television series,  

Warner Bros.

Analyze fingerprints  
like a detective!

Although Iwao’s career was full of cool 
projects, his creativity lives on forever 
through Scooby and his mystery-
solving gang!
 
 

*Scooby-Doo is a trademark of and © Hanna-Barbera.

Fingerprints are like a personal stamp we leave on 
everything we touch. That’s why detectives look for them 
when trying to solve a mystery.

To see your own unique fingerprints, you’ll need:

• Pencil

• Clear scotch tape

• Optional: magnifying glass 

 1  With clean hands, rip off 10 small pieces of tape,        
 approx. 1-inch long each. Keep them handy along 
 the edge of a desk or table.

2  Shade the “Pencil Spot” darkly with pencil. Rub    
                your fingertip over the shaded area for 5-10 seconds.

3  Grab a piece of tape, and carefully press your finger  
                onto the sticky side.

4  Peel it off and place on the square with the finger                
 name. Repeat with all fingers, adding more pencil 
 shading if needed.

If you have a magnifying glass, look at your fingerprints 
close up. Notice all the lines and twirls? Those shapes are 
uniquely yours!

Fingerprints!

Pencil Spot Left Thumb Left Index

Right Thumb Right Index Right Middle

Left Middle Left Ring Left Little

Right Ring Right Little
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