
You know the phrase “one man’s trash 
is another man’s treasure”? In the case 
of sculptor Jim Gary, that’s pretty true!

Jim started building things from a 
young age. Growing up in New Jersey, 
he wanted a bike to get around, so he 
got some parts from a local junkyard 
and built one. For years, Jim continued 
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tinkering around in the junkyard, 
building things with what he could find.

One day, he realized the scrap 
pieces looked like animal body parts, 
especially dinosaur bones. That gave 
him an idea...

Jim started building huge dinosaurs 
sculptures! Using hundreds of old car 
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parts, he’d weld together 60 foot long 
“bodies” and paint them bright colors. 
The sculptures were so big that Jim 
had to invent his own equipment to 
transport them.

Jim’s “20th-Century Dinosaurs” 
became a travelling exhibit, visiting 

More about: Jim Gary

some of the most prestigious science 
museums. Jim’s sculptures were part 
art, part science—and they were 
awesome to look at.

When it comes to trash, maybe it’s 
just imagination that helps turn it into 
someone else’s treasure!

Stegosaurus by Jim Gary

Create Your Own Dino Sculpture

You can pretend your pasta pieces are really tiny car parts, 
like the ones Jim used to make his sculptures!

You’ll need:

• Different pastas (uncooked)

• Construction paper

• Glue

• Optional: markers 

 1  Begin by looking up pictures of different dinosaur   
               skeletons online, for inspiration.

2  Using one of those pictures (and your imagination!) 
 as a guide, arrange pasta onto the paper in the  
               shape of the dino skeleton.

3  When you’re ready, glue the pasta pieces down.

4  Feel free to color the pieces with markers if you want 
               to make them as colorful as Jim Gary’s!
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